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Open and close design for arch. plan and their effects
on the social dimension in administrative buildings
Case study ""The administration building of the Islamic University,
which is known as Bahrain Building"

Abstract:The architectural product with its’ function and beauty, is
considered the final results of architectural design process.

As an architectural product is the ultimate output of an architectural design,
the controversy continues between prioritizing form or spaces for activities
(functionality). In other words, this architectural space is pivotal to an
architectural product. Therefore, this research deals with the open
architectural design and its effects on the social dimension in administrative
buildings. The research is based on the hypothesis that social relationships are
unfavorably affected in administrative buildings with closed plans (with



spaces demarcated by solid walls rising to the ceiling). This unfavorable
influence extends to negatively affect personnel performance and output.

Accordingly, the research presents a review and analysis of the architectural
perspective on this issue with a view to making recommendations that will
help produce a sense of intimacy and closeness between personnel working in
administrative buildings in order to positively impact their efficiency and
productivity. To support this, the researcher will present a critical and
analytical study of the administration building of the Islamic University,
which is known as Bahrain Building, since it can be considered as design
product of an administrative buildings that is worthy of a profound
descriptive, analytical and critical study. Finally, the research presents results
and recommendations that provide employees of the administrative buildings
with friendly environment that affects positively their efficiency and products.
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