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The Exter nal Efficiency of Architectural Eduction at The
Faculty of Engeneering — I slamic Univer sity of Gaza
Abstract: For a long period of time, Gaza Strip has been suffering from the

occupation practices, especially the unfair siege imposed on Gaza population. This
dsituation has led to the deterioration of the built environment and the
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infrastructure. Not of less importance is the occupation attempt to hinder the
educational ingtitutions from fulfilling its ambitious goals to advance academic
activities in the Palestinian Territories. The Idamic University of Gaza has
initiated the Faculty of Engineering in 1991, sarting with the Civil and
Architectural departments. After the Faculty has graduated hundreds of students,
who successfully contributed to the engineering works in the Gaza Strip, the need
to assess and promote the architectural education and relevant academic programs
has increased. This mission is of special importance to boost the quality of our
graduates to meet the need for good architects able, who will be able to improve
the urban structure and to promote the architectural profession both locally and
regionally. This study aims at identifying the quality of the architectural education
at the Islamic University of Gaza from the external point of view. The paper has
adopted two approaches to achieve this goal. First, literature review has been
conducted to from theoretical base of the study. Secondly, external quality
measurements has been carried out using proper questioners targeting the
employers, thelocal experts, and architects graduated from the Ilamic University
of Gaza. It is hoped that the study will help in advancing the quality of
architectural education, and similar studies can be conducted to cover the other
engineering disciplines. This will help graduates to respond to the challenges of
the Gaza Strip urban environment. The paper has concluded that it isimportant to
improve the capabilities of the academic staff and to give more attention to
upgrade the educational facilities and equipments. In addition, the enhancement of
relations between the Faculty and the relevant local institutions is crucial to
achieve the integration between academic circles and real world practices.
Furthermore, the self-evaluation of all components of the educational process
should be conducted in regular basis.
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