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The topic of divine protection in Al-Hijr and Al-Kahf Surahs:
a comparative study

Abstract:
It is common for several Quranic Surahs (chapters) to make reference to a common subject,

such the Day of Judgment, Quranic stories or references to events from Prophet Mohammad’s
(PBUH) life. However, when this occurs, each Surah maintains its own character in referencing the
common subject. In this research, a comparative study was conducted to contrast the approach of two
Surahs, Al-Hijr and Al-Kahf, to the subject of divine protection (al-hifth), with the aim of

understanding the distinct style of each of them and extracting the benefits and fine meanings behind

these differences in style.
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Conclusion

We praise the Almighty Allah for his help in completing this study: which has several conclusions.

including:

The topic of divine protection is a common theme in the two Surahs, Al-Hijr and Al-Kahf, although
each of them has its own style and character in approaching this common theme.

The literal and contextual meaning of the name of Surah Al-Hijr made a clear reference to the
theme thereof, which is based on the lack of protection for those who reject the pathway of Allah
(SWT).

The literal and contextual meaning of the name of Surah Al-Kahf made a clear reference to the
theme thereof, which is based on the full protection for those who follow the pathway of Allah
(SWT).

Both Surahs asserted the preservation of the Holy Quran. Al-Hijr stressed that it is protected from
any distortion, while Al-Kahf asserted that it is protected from any error.

Both Surahs emphasized the physical and incorporeal protection of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
And, both Surahs commonly elaborated on the custody and protection by Allah (SWT) of the
universe, the heavens and earth and what and whom inhibit them.

Both Surahs explained the protection of the Day of Judgment and its scenes.

The stories mentioned in both Surahs hinted to the protection of Allah, with a fine resemblance
and correspondence between them.

The stories of Ashab Al-Aikah (people of the thicket) in Al-Hijr and Saheb Al-Jannatin (owner of
the two gardens) in Al-Kahf, both explained that these thicket and gardens could not protect their
owners from the wrath of Allah (SWT)

The story of Adam (PBUH) in Surah Al-Hijr explained that despite his physical weaknesses and
limitations, he was protected by Allah, and so would be the faithful among his offspring. On the
other hand, Al-Kahf explained the perdition of those among Adam’s offspring who follow Satan
and his offspring.

The protection of the embryo in the womb of prophet Ibrahim’s (PBUH) wife in Surah Al-Hijr has
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a fine resemblance to the protection of the wealth of orphans due to the righteousness of their
father, in Surah Al-Kahf. Likewise, the killing of the young man in Surah Al-Kahf by Al-Khadr
was a protection for his parents from his future injustice and disbelief.

— And, the saving of prophet Lut (PBUH), mentioned in Al-Hijr, carries a resemblance to the
saving of the people who complained to Dhul-Qarnain about the hardship they faced due to the

mischief of the Gog and Magog people.
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