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Abstract:

This study examines the direct Qur’anic discourse addressed by God to all people through the expression “O People,”
from an interpretive and magasid-based perspective. It does so by identifying its occurrences in the Qur’an, clarifying
its semantic characteristics, and deriving its relationship to the essential objectives of Islamic law: the preservation of
religion, life, intellect, lineage, and wealth. The research problem focuses on how this direct divine discourse achieves
these essential objectives across its various verses and contexts. The study adopts an inductive method to identify all
occurrences of this address, followed by an analytical method to examine the meanings and features of the verses, and
an inferential method to derive the related maqasid. The findings reveal that the address “O People” appears fifteen
times in the Qur’an, distributed across seven surahs—four Meccan and three Medinan—and that it possesses distinctive
semantic and rhetorical features. It also shows that this discourse, in its entirety, is connected to the five essential
magasid, with the preservation of religion being the most prominent. Moreover, it integrates faith, thought, reflection,
and action, and links the foundations of belief with the various dimensions of life, affirming its comprehensive
pedagogical, da‘wah, and maqasid-oriented nature.

Keywords: Quranic discourse, “O People”, Maqasid-based exegesis, Objectives of Islamic law, Five
essentials.
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