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Abstract:
This study compares and contrasts the perspectives of the Mu'tazila and Arab
Modernists with respect to the Islamic Sharia in order to shed light on the significance
of each school of thought. It also refutes the argument that the Arabic Modernists
were just an outgrowth of the Mu'tazila School by using comparative and analytical
methods. Comparing both groups’ perspectives and schools of thought leads to the
conclusion that Mu'tazila has an Islamic perspective tainted by erroneous thoughts,
for which it was criticized. The apparent distinction can be summarized as follows:
Mu'tazila and Modernists are on opposite ends of the spectrum; the former pursue
Truth even if it leads them astray, and the latter seek Falsehood even if it proves them
correct.
Keywords: Perspective — School of Thought — Mu'tazila — Arab Modernists —
Rationalism
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