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Violations of the freedom of pressunder the PNA

between 2006-2010

Abstract: This study focuses on the status of the freedom of press in the
Palestinian National Authority territories and the violations committed
between 2006 and 2010. It seeks to keep the public opinion and the concerned
parties abreast of these violations in an attempt to eliminate them. This
descriptive study has adopted several methodological approaches including
survey, investigation, contrastive studies and interrelationship studies. The
tools of the study include uncontrolled interviews and observations. The study
isdivided into three sections. an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion
with results, recommendations and alist of references. The study revealed that
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the continuous violations of freedom in general and the freedom of speech in
particular are blamed on theinternal division, adding that the Palestinian Law
of Printing and Publishing includes several paragraphs restricting the freedom
of press; these paragraphs are in desperate need of amendment. The study
also referred to the non-existence of legidations regulating audio and visual
means, adding that the number of violations committed during the period of
the study in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip was 499, two thirds of them
were carried out by government officials in both Ramallah and Gaza. The
study showed that there was a systematic policy of detaining journalists, with
the two governments in Ramallah and Gaza practicing the same violation
techniques. However, the two governments dealt differently with each type of
violations. The study concluded that most of the violations in the Gaza Strip
took place in 2006, but they decreased considerably, while the violations in
the West Bank were fluctuating due to the prevailing palitical and security
conditions.
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