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M aturity of the Palestinian State and the Questions

of the Final Status

Jer usalem as one of the Final status | ssues

Abstract: Jerusalem has always been an essential question to the
Palestinians. It identifiesthe Palestinian identity and Islamic and Arab culture.
Israelis claim that Jerusalem is an essential component of the Jewish dream
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and it has shaped the Jewish identity for two thousand years. They adhere to
say that the unified Jerusalem is their perpetual capital. This makes settling
the final status question very difficult and dangerous. This also makes the
prospected future of Jerusalem hazy and unforeseen.
To impose a fait accompli, Israel enacted a big number of rules and
regulations and made a number of decisions to change the legal status of
Jerusalem.  lgradl also built a big number of settlements to change the
demographic status of Jerusalem and has built the apartheid wall around it and
drew off the identity cards of the Palestinians living in Jerusalem. They also
imposed a comprehensive encirclement around Jerusalem. This has been for
the purpose of delaying the negotiations around the city and gain time to seize
what remains of the city. In contrast, Palestinian negotiators offer more
concessions in the passage of time and they accept the status quo of the city to
“save what can be saved” as they claim. Thisis, of course, inadmissible and
considered a palitical, legal and moral iniquity that the Palestinian negotiators
are held responsible for. Palestinians have to adhere to their rights in
Jerusalem and Israel has to give up the idea of the “perpetual capital” of the
Jews. Palegtinians of Jerusalem have the right to return to their origina
villages from which they were expelled in 1948.
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