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" Great Britain and Cyprus Convention 1878"

Abstract: When Britain discovered the inability of the Ottoman Empire to
maintain its stability and integrity of its provinces, especially after Russia had
declared war againgt it in 1877, Britain intended to exploit this war and
decided to adopt a new policy known as "Compensation Policy". Britain
obtained from the Ottoman Empire a price for its previous support against the
ambitions of the other European powers. Britain chose a few strategically
useful Ottoman areasin order to control and later annex to the British Empire.
Cyprus became a prime target for this purpose. Britain entered into long
negotiations with the Ottoman Empire, which was engaged in alost war with
Russia. The Ottoman State was finally obliged to sign the Cyprus Convention
in return for Britain's commitment to help defend the Asian provinces of the
Ottoman Empire and retrieve the areas occupied by Russia. In spite of signing
the Cyprus Convention and its appended agreement, the ensued devel oppments
indicated that Britain obtained final control of Cyprus and did not fulfil its
obligations to the Ottoman Empire.
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(2) Lee, Dwight E. Great Britain and the Cyprus Convention Policy of 1878 (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1934), p. 60.
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(5) Thornton, A. P. Rivaries in the Mediterranean (Cambridge: Cambridge University
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(7) Ibid, p. 238-40

(8) Ibid, p. 238.

(9) Loc. Cit.

(20) Hill, Sir George. A History of Cyprus (Cambridge: At the University Press, 1952), p.
272.

513



J&duu:i..?

Miens SV b 8 sy 8 in o seme oy S

Ging o o clang W jias dal s Aaldiall Al Lailas e @ ob g " OS5
P cldiall A e (e lgle Jpmall oz Ghbd) ae oo
O e Joanlly aabid iy b diey "asa” ol diasd gl W pady Juia sl
Jalet 3y Ko A5 pullay Gl e ) Gl (ilimal (a5 5] Cilall | en
Aty T 4 lasse dly S ) Ll s e rlings el indi g ol 632 5 (i sile
Alas &S o eVl 38 ge ccall clig W20 ) pi s Ju) ety
Go 5oaY) ade Jiast L Caal ol Agldiadl sl (g0 505 5 s Cuilal
OPNgilne 8 chudl 550 e Al (il il

Aglaall Aol 5 o) (e Juadl () o 3laliall s3] dlay 3l 5 aY) f e "asa” ST
dea e Ban )l Agal e u A Bane il A e o Jpaal) s
1) Lad @y ednasal) e oo Ll sl pal 58 Lo sase ¥ 4 "asa” S o saliad
DL Gaal 13 gl aae Jeaaw 53 L) cAiaa Alga (gf Loy 5 4Shid

Dlia Wa o dgad] J8 ) shudl muay S Ll saaly Ala sy oo Tasd’ wds
2365 Ledans Law e SU Jlally Lisa )| Dlals Ly y b GlSa) 3 5aSs clly 5 ¢(Jia )
Aslaiall A sl ol Langy J "psa” sy s il il 5 Aad (68 Gab e sl lsd
095l slise e g laal e 5l sl @1 o5l dga e

O ke Oylae lin of 48 el 1877 1 58 8 b 0l ) | " 8™ s Jf i
Tlaa 5 ¢dpldiall Aol Ly Lilday 5 ol

Ll g Ll 5 gy Ay o oy Lo 138 5 cdgiliall A5a) e Llaal 1Y)
Yo" s (Sl Gl Apldiad) A all 5 Lolay 0 asn d e’ Jeludip ¢ Jhalial o) alS
VST elan g 3,88 Gy jlan ol sall CalSus @y oL saliie) e

s e Lallay s Joa ot oy 3 U e 4ol il duildiall A, 55 oY 2 s
e Ay el Tawiona "5y o 3" IS La 13 5 cpm s Jiasal 1de il Ll 3 oSLY)
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