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KUTuB AL-FADA'IL ON BEIT AL-MAQDISIN THE
Ayyubid and Mamluk Ages

Abstract: The present study traces the books that extol the virtues of Beit
Al-Maqdis, (kutub al-fada‘il), including published writings, manuscripts and
lost books, in both the the Ayyoubid and Mamluk ages (556-923AH). Dr.
Kamil al-’Asali has compiled a detailed bibliography of kutub al-fada‘il;
similarly, Dr Mahmoud lbrahim has done an analytical study of eleven
manuscripts of al-fada‘il. The present study includes some books that were
recently printed and published from manuscript, or additional parts of books
after Dr. a-’Asali and Dr. Mahmoud Ibrahim compiled their bibliographic
works. In addition, the paper seeks to clarify some of the focal points of kutub
al-fada‘il and the motives for writing them, including that of reminding
Muslims of the need to defend the Holy City, write about its virtues, visit it,
populate it and contribute to its development and prosperity. Kutub al-fada‘il
include not only religious information, but historical and geographical
information as well. They, moreover, include biographies of the Companions
and their successors who lived in the Holy City. The paper also identifies the
sources used by writers of kutub al-fada‘il, and the manner they present their
material
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