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Abstract:

This research explores the critical transformations in the thought of critic Abdelmalek Mortad concerning the
methodologies of modernism, revealing stark shifts between acceptance and rejection. Mortad’s approach to
methodology was unconventional; he did not apply it through traditional critical perspectives. Instead, his use of critical
methods underwent several theoretical and practical transformations. He approached the stylistic method with deep
analysis, moving beyond the surface-level linguistic structure, linking style to meaning, emotion, and cultural context.
Regarding the structuralist method, he reflected a progressive critical trajectory—starting with genetic structuralism and
later adopting formal structuralism. As for the semiotic method, he employed complex semiotics and Greimas' semiotic
square, highlighting pragmatics within an interactive framework where semiotics generates meaning rather than merely
interpreting it.

On the level of rejection, Mortad shifted away from structuralism, semiotics, and deconstruction due to various critical
issues, which the research discusses in detail. Ultimately, the study concludes that he proposed a synthetic
methodological vision rooted in experimental criticism, moving fluidly across different critical methods—from context
to system, to methodological synthesis, and toward an open methodological structure.

Keywords: Critical Transformations — Abdelmalek Murtad — Modernist Methodologies — Postmodernist
Methodologies.
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