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Abstract:

This research examines and analyzes the diplomatic policy of the Abbasid state during the third century AH
(approximately 815-912 AD), a period characterized by profound political transformations and increasing challenges.
The study aims to understand the nature of the shift in Abbasid diplomacy, identify the means and tools used, analyze
relations with contemporary powers, and assess the challenges faced and the effectiveness of diplomacy in adapting to
changes. The research employed a historical-analytical methodology, utilizing primary sources and modern studies. The
findings indicate that the weakening of central authority in Baghdad, the rise of independent regional powers (such as
the Tahirids, Saffarids, Samanids, and Tulunids), and internal revolts (like the Zanj rebellion) forced Abbasid diplomacy
to evolve and adapt. The Caliphate utilized various means, including official embassies, gift exchanges, treaty
negotiations (especially for prisoner exchanges with the Byzantines), granting official recognition and legitimacy to
local rulers in exchange for nominal allegiance, and diplomatic correspondence. Abbasid diplomacy faced significant
challenges in maintaining the Caliphate's prestige amidst political fragmentation, managing complex relations with the
Byzantine Empire and ambitious regional states, and confronting internal threats. Despite these challenges, Abbasid
diplomacy demonstrated a degree of pragmatism and flexibility in dealing with the changing reality, although its
effectiveness was often influenced by the strength or weakness of the Caliph and the central authority in Baghdad.
Keywords: Abbasid State, Third Century AH, Diplomatic Policy, Embassies, Treaties, Byzantine Empire, Regional
States, Political Challenges
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