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Abstract:

This study investigates the phenomenon of external intertextuality with the corpus of the "ten canonical
Mu‘allagat" in the poetry collection "Mu‘allagat Lam Tu‘allaq" by the contemporary Qatari poet Mohammed
bin Ya‘qoub Al-Yousef Al-Tamimi. The significance of this inquiry lies in its position as the first academic
exploration of this recent poetic project, which revisits the pre-Islamic poetic tradition through a modern
aesthetic and ideological lens.

Methodologically, the research adopts a textual-structuralist approach, grounded in intertextual theory as
formulated by Julia Kristeva and extended by critics such as Mikhail Bakhtin and Gérard Genette—
particularly focusing on the "poetic practice of mu‘aradah" (creative imitation or counterpointing.

The research addresses the most important poetic themes and the points of agreement and disagreement
between them: points of agreement that maintain a minimum of the conditions for poetic opposition, and
points of disagreement that highlight the creative side and express his subjective vision and stance on reality.
The research's most prominent findings demonstrate that al-Tamimi, engages with major pre-Islamic texts
the Mu‘allagat, not to repeat them, but to reshape them within his own vision, employing vocabulary,
structure, imagery, and elements of the ancient poem in new contexts that express contemporary issues.
Among the key findings is that Al-Tamimi engages with the Mu‘allaqat not as a static heritage but as a
dynamic interlocutor—repurposing lexicon, imagery, and compositional architecture to articulate
contemporary sensibilities and existential concerns.

Keywords: Keywords: External intertextuality; Mu‘allagat; mu‘aradah (poetic opposition); structural

poetics; contemporary Arabic poetry; Qatar.
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