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Abstract:

Ellipsis (al-idmar) is a linguistic phenomenon shared among human languages, yet it is more prominent and more
consistently employed in Arabic, which favors brevity and conciseness. The Arabs instinctively avoid what weighs
heavily on their speech, inclining instead toward lightness. This study aims to explore the phenomenon of ellipsis as
addressed by the grammarians and to uncover its manifestations in the ten Mu‘allaqgat (the celebrated pre-Islamic odes).
The descriptive approach has been adopted by consulting grammatical works and surveying illustrative examples that
represent this research, followed by analysis and commentary. The authors have examined this phenomenon from
several angles, including: the concept of ellipsis in both linguistic and terminological contexts, and the major views of
classical and modern scholars on the subject. Among the study’s findings is that ellipsis did not receive specialized,
standalone treatment in grammatical works; rather, grammarians merely pointed to it within various chapters of syntax,
resulting in scattered references across different topics. They did not devote independent chapters or sections to discuss
every aspect of ellipsis. We observe their references to ellipsis in Qur’anic verses, as well as in certain grammatical
particles -such as the particle an (&) that renders the imperfect verb subjunctive after 1am al-juhiid (the “lam of denial”),
lam al-ta‘lil (the “lam of purpose”), hatta (“until”), fa’ al-sababiyya (the “fa’ of causation”), and similar instances-
alongside scattered allusions regarding the subject and predicate, and the rulings connected to the agent (fa‘il). Some
grammarians have conflated ellipsis (idmar) with omission (hadhf), and certain others have gone to extremes in
interpreting Qur’anic readings according to their own grammatical and linguistic doctrines, disregarding the fact that
these readings are among the ten canonical recitations.
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