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Study Title: Jews’ Economic Activity in Hijaz Prior to Islam
Abstract: This current study concerns itself with the Jews’ economic activity in
Hijaz prior to Islam because of the importance of this aspect, especially for
understanding the decisive situation which Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) took
against those Jews. This decision,which eventually led to the Jew’s evacuation from
their positions and abolishing their communities. As the economic factor has an
equal importance to the religious factor in the dispute that broke out between the
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Moslems and the Jews. The Jews felt that the advent of Islam and it’s spreading in
Al-Madina represented the termination of their dominance and economic privileges
which they had achieved throughout previous eras .

In this study, the researcher has tried to trace the beginnings of the Jewish existence
in Hijaz, as he referred to the location of Hijaz and the implications of such location
for the existence of the Jews. The study also reveals that the Jews originally settled
in the oasis areas, which are characterized by the abundance of their water and
fertility of their soil, a thing which had made these oases important ports of calls for
commercial convoys, in addition to enabling the Jews to practice agriculture.

The study also highlights the Jews’ economic activities such as agriculture, industry
and trade which they practised in the City of Madinah. In this way the medina was
made the hub of various resources, where no one factor outshaded the others.

Finally, the study points out the economic relationships which connected the Jews
with other population which inhabited the Medina such as Aus and Khazraj, and the
influence of this economic aspect on creating and waging the competition and
struggle between the two side. The researcher has also tried to connect between this
economic aspect and the outsiders’ positions during that period.
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