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Optimism and Pessimism among Al-Agsa Univer sity
Studentsin Gaza, in the Light of Some Variables

Abstract: The current study aimed at identifying rate of optimism and
pessmism among Al-Agsa university students and its relation to
religiousness. It also aims to show whether optimism and pessimism vary
according to difference in gender, specialization, residence, socia status and
political commitment. It aims to identify whether the scales of optimism and
pessimism represent one factor or two independent factors. For achieving the
purposes of the study, the researcher attempted the descriptive analytical
approach. The sample of the study consisted of (263) male and female
students in Al-Agsa university in Gaza. The study results, where optimism
reached 60, 66% and pessimism 41, 6 %. It also concluded that there was
appositive relation between the degrees of the students' religiousness and their
optimism and a negative relation between those degrees of religiousness and
thelr pessmism. There were no datigtically significant differences in
optimism and pessimism due to gender (male- female) or residence (village -
town- refugee camp) The study also showed that married students are less
pessimist than unmarried ones, and that students of human studies were more
pessmist than those of physical sciences. There were also dtatigtically
significant differences in optimism due to political commitment in favor of
Islamic trend supporters and in pessimism in favor of Fatah supporters. Thisis
not distinguishable with an independent factor.
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