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I nvestigating Construct Validity of Computerized
Simulation in Decision-M aking Concommitted with Verbal
Expression Related to Different Experimental Groups

Abstract: The sudy sought to investigate the construct validity of
computerized simulation program of Networked Fire Chief (NFC) for
decision-making through experimenta intervention method, and comparing
the extent to which study results agree with the theoretical framework stating
that the decision—making process is affected negatively when concommitted
with verbal expression, which is based on mentioning the reasons supporting
decision making. The present study was meant to study the effect of the
audible verbal expression on the process of decision making during work on
the tasks of the simulation program of Networked Fire Chief. The study
consisted of 42 participants divided randomly into three groups. The first
group expressed itself verbally on every decision taken through the reasons
supporting the decision taken during the work on the tasks related to
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simulation. The second group verbalized on decision taken through what was
running in their minds without giving any reasons during the work on the
same tasks. While the third group worked silently on the same tasks. Results
showed that there were differences among the three groups in favor of the one
that worked in silence. These results were in line with the theoretical
framework and the results of similar studies, which indicated the construct
validity of the simulation.

Keywords. Computerized simulation, Networked Fire Chief,
Verbalization, construct validity.
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