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The adequacy of the legal rulesto protect human
reputation against defamation — Compar ative study

Abstract: By nature, a man is always trying to maintain and defend his
reputation, status and dignity at any rate and by al means. Life would be of
no significance without having this priceless reputation maintained.
Technological and scientific developments in modern media have posed
threats to individual reputation, which brings up more interest in seeking
advanced legal instruments to protect thisright so as to keep present societies
balanced. Therefore, in cases where human reputation is at risk, it is
important to select the type of protection within the legal framework. The
Jordanian legal system combines two kinds of protection. First, civil
protection of compensating for the damage caused, whether morally or
financially. Second, penal protection by penalizing the ones causing the
damage to the society; with no consideration to the psychologica
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implications according to the legislator’s point of view. This research
addresses how consistent are the legal rules enacted by the Jordanian
legidature in protecting the one’s right of reputation in both civil law and
criminal law.
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*-New South Wales (NSW) Law Reform Commission :"Invasion of Privacy", National
Library of Australia, Sydney 2007, ISSN 1834- 6901, Consultation paper; 1) at P.120
(4.83).

>NSW Law Reform Commission: Id. p.119. See also, Simon Smith and Hazel Carty:
Property, Privacy and Personality — Comparative Aspects of Personality Rights, Research
Project and Case Studiess UK: England”, The Arts and Humanities Research Centre
(AHRC) for studies in Intellectual Property and Technology Law. June 2004, p.270.
(Herein after AHRC , PPP research stream).
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