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Evaluating the Reality of Accounting | nfor mation

System in the Gaza Strip Municipalities: a Field Study

Abstract: This study aimed to evaluate the actual Situation of accounting
information system in Palestinian municipalities in the Gaza Strip (25
municipalities). The evaluation process was done through field visits to all
municipalities, where questionnaires filled through interviews with employees
responsible for the accounting duties. The study found that there is a huge
weakness in accounting information systems at these municipalities which
makes them incapable to perform their objectives. This weakness is found in
all parts of accounting information system, whether the human resources part,
their professional capabilities and segregation of duties, or the recording
process and documentation part, or even the output component of the
information system and its ability to meet needs. The study recommended
overcome these weaknesses through: the improvement and development of
professional capabilities of accountants working a the Gaza Strip
municipalities, segregation of duties with a clear job description, substitute
manual  accounting information system by use computerized systems,
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subgtitute the Cash Base used in recording transactions by Accrual Base,
design a clear and written chart of accounts, have both internal and external
auditors to redlize the auditing duties, prepare budgets using scientific
methods with the participation of all relevant parties.
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