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The psychological implications of children drawings’ after

“the War on Gaza”

Abstract: This study aimed at studying the painful effect of Gaza war on
children which took place in the period between 27-12-2008 to 18.1.2009 by
analyzing children drawingsin addition to clarifying the differences in the
drawingsin the light of variables of the study.

The sample consisted of drawings for the (445) children from northern
Gaza, who has lived the worst conditions in time of war, where they were
asked to draw what they want (or are interested in) without any cueing. The
researchers analyzed the drawings focusing on its psychological implications.

Results showed that (82.3%) of the drawings were about war. The drawings
highlighted the following items in the descending order: aircrafts — destroyed
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houses and mosques — rockets and missiles — the martyrs — military vehicles of
al kinds — the resistance. The drawings also showed fear, panic and grief for
the martyrs and those who were injured. Moreover, the drawings showed love
of helping others and aso the spirit of resistance among children.
Furthermore, results showed that females’ drawings were more stuffed with the
war essential dementsin addition to their suffering because of others. Results
also showed that (56.2%) of the children used writing to explain their
drawings, because they felt that their drawing might not convey what they
want to communicate. One of the unexpected results of the study was that
(78.6%) of children used bright colors.

The researches have recommended paying more attention to children
drawings to document what has happened during the war on Gaza, and
considered this to be a true testimony to the suffering of the Gaza children
because of war.

Key words. Children drawings, Psychology of children drawings,
Palestinian children, war and children.
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